
Tel: 

Rivers Confluence  

Trail Guide  

Where the Waters Meet 
The place where the slow-moving Assabet and 
Sudbury Rivers meet to form the Concord River 
offers a quiet, peaceful retreat. Even Concordôs 
famed authors wrote of their appreciation for this 
tranquil location some 150 years ago. And long 
before that, it was a center of an Algonquin 
settlement named Musketaquid, the Algonquin word 
for ña place where the water flows through the 
grasses.ò  Joined by the Assabet River, or ñdrinking-
water stream,ò once known as the North River, the 
three rivers form the River Confluence at the 
protruding Egg  Rock formation. 

Between Lowell Road and the Sudbury River, the 
Old Calf Pasture was a grazing pasture for Rev. 
Peter Bulkeleyôs cattle in the 17th century. The 
meadow is now part of the Rivers Confluence 
Conservation area, separated from the rivers by wet 
woodlands. Abutting the Rivers Confluence to the 
north and west are the floodplain meadows of Davis 
Conservation Land and the Concord Land 
Conservation Trustôs (CLCTs) Frenchôs Meadow 
and Sherwood Red Maple Swamp, which protect 
the River Confluence and maintain a vital 
floodplain when these peaceful rivers swell from 
winter snow melt and heavy rains. 

Location and Access 
The Rivers Confluence consists of two sections 
separated by the Sudbury River: Old Calf Pasture 
and Egg Rock land.  A five-minute drive on Main 
Street connects them as described below.   

Access to Old Calf Pasture and the public boat 
launch is down a short gravel road from Lowell 
Road, next to the bridge over the Concord River. 
The trails and boat launch allow exploration of the 
confluence by both land and water. There is parking 
for more than 20 vehicles along Lowell Road at the 
bridge. Another trail entrance with parking is behind 
the Water and Sewer Building at 135 Keyes Road. 

Access to the Egg Rock land is from Nashawtuc 
Road.  Walk up Squaw Sachem Trail (private road) 
off Nashawtuc Road to a trail entrance on the right 
(between 50 and 80 Squaw Sachem Trail). This trail 
leads to the abandoned Reformatory Branch Railbed 
and trails to Egg Rock. 

Dog Owners: Keep dogs leashed or under your 
control at all times and away from private yards and 
buildings. It is the duty of each person who owns, 

 

 Town of Concord possesses, or controls a dog to remove and dispose 
of any waste left by his or her dog.  

Reformatory Branch Railroad Bed 

Egg Rock 
Gleason 1899 
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